
Minutes of Friends of Cammo General Meeting held in Cammo Lodge on 5th June 2025

Present: - Michael Roe (Chairperson),  Simon Gillam (Secretary), Lynn Whitehead (Treasurer), Thornton 
White, Barbara Braham, Grahame Whitehead, Katherine Thomson, Sheena McRobie, Carol Smith, Rhona 
Paterson, Peter Scott, Harry Taylor, Fiona Finnie, Liz Drysdale, Euan Drysdale.

Apologies: - Fiona Briglmen.

Membership:  Simon reported that total membership is 280 households, a net increase of 3 in 3 months. 
The majority paid promptly after the sub request in late March. At the last bank statement, not yet 
including direct payments in May, 100 subs are still to be paid. It was proposed to delay leafleting the rest 
of Cammo Meadows for a bit longer. 

Treasurer’s update: Lynn reported that general funds are up £124 so far in 2025. Subs and donations have 
been at a satisfactory rate. So far we have spent £1371 on the Walled Garden project of which £1145 was 
funded by City of Edinburgh Council’s Community Grants Fund, with the balance from general funds.  In the
previous quarter we had spent £759 on a new gate and fencing for the bee enclosure, £282 on equipment 
and £403 on website two-yearly fee. We still have £125 restricted funds for information panels.

Walled Garden: Simon reported that there had been two work parties in April, to prepare the area and 
plant fruit bushes, to plant a prickly hedge around the bee enclosure, and to plant a strip of wildflowers 
inside most of the walls. In late May we gained access to the well, purchased a rechargeable battery driven 
pump and succeeded in getting water from the well; we have now purchased a 50m hose to use with it but 
not tested it yet. There has been further work with volunteers, reported below.

The stonemasons had returned for 4 days this week, mainly to complete pointing the outside of the Walled 
Garden’s south wall. Harry commented that Cammo House needed pointing to the left of the door, and 
Barbara had reported a bee bole needing repair – both to be reported to David Kyles. There had been no 
news on the proposed cairns for information boards. Sheena said that the Heras fencing had not been 
removed from South Car Park.

Harry suggested the use of a “weed-eater” (a strimmer with blades) to cut vegetation in the walled garden. 
Michael said that we may not wish to cut areas other than the orchard and the surrounds of fruit bushes 
and planting for bees. We can pull up some thistles but may want to leave other plants to grow.

Volunteers: Lynn had organised a work party of corporate volunteers from Cirrus Logic in late May, who 
had weeded the fruit bush area and moved bricks and stones. One group of 16 S4 students from Erskine 
Stewarts Melville Schools had visited on the day of the meeting, with another group due the next day. In 
the morning they had worked in the walled garden, planting, watering, moving brash and bricks/stones, 
Rhona had talked about bees and showed how a hive was made up, and they had done a nature walk 
around Cammo in the afternoon.  Two Duke of Edinburgh award volunteers have been working weekly in 
Cammo, one in the Walled Garden, the other filling holes in grass paths and picking litter. We have received
requests from Maybury and Cramond primaries to organise visits; still to discuss what we could do, Rhona 
offered to include something on bees, other suggestions were a nature walk and craft activities (eg pressing
leaves).

Environmental Update: Thornton reported that the main task completed had been removing Elodea pond 
weed from the wetland, which would be an annual task. In the Walled Garden four goat willow cuttings had



been taken, one of which failed. He did not know how many of the cleaned-out bird boxes are now in use. 
Barbara had participated in work by The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) to try to improve wildflower in 
South Field. Simon reported that the Umbrella Pine and Monkey Puzzle (both about 160 years old) are 
looking poorly, and said that work will be needed soon to clear vegetation from around the Jubilee 
Hedgerow in Home Field and from around the two Umbrella Pines planted in December. The path by the 
Bughtlin Burn has been resurfaced, funded by Cala/DWH.

Peter recommended that leaves should be raked from paths in the autumn/winter; this was agreed as 
desirable. Sheena recommended that debris should be removed from Bughtlin Burn above the main 
entrance; in the past there had been differing views on this, and it was agreed to look into this again.

Cammo Management Group: Simon reported that the last regular meeting had been held on 13 March. It 
was mostly about the walled garden, with David Kyles present, and had agreed the work now done there. 
There had been inconclusive discussion of what to do with the former Leaf & Bean area. There had been no
progress on Leaf & Bean power, Lodge cleaning or new map boards. The next regular meeting would 
probably be on 26 June.

There was a special meeting on 8 May about Lodge use and storage. Council staff chaired and took minutes,
but minutes not yet available. Our understanding is that Forest Kindergarten no longer want more storage 
behind the Lodge, and our request for a similar large (7x11) storage unit will not be supported, in part 
because of concerns that it may need planning permission, but we will be offered a second 6x3 unit 
identical to our current cabinet. This won’t allow storage of chairs or barrows, but will improve the current 
situation with an over-full cabinet. There was no offer to meet our request for more storage space in the 
office, and no improvements to security of the office. Arrangements for use of the Lodge and vehicular 
access to Cammo Estate will become more formal. There had been no progress on a cleaning contract; we 
had recommended that when a specification is agreed it should be advertised locally.

Archaeology report: No report had been received from EAFS and there was no-one at the meeting to 
report for EAFS. Simon reported that they had continued to work on the ruins in the middle of the Walled 
Garden, which may be a conservatory. Lynn had discussed with them possibilities for the glasshouse area, 
to be discussed at the next committee meeting.

Any other business

Following the Council decision to revive the Cammo Estate Advisory Committee, we had invited the two 
NTS members of CEAC on accompany us on a walk in Cammo on 7 March, and the two local councillor 
members for a similar walk on 2 April; both had been very positive. Both groups said that they would press 
Committee Services to arrange the first meeting of CEAC, but no progress yet.

Sheena and Harry again commented on the poor state of the wooden bridge over the Bughtlin Burn; agreed
to raise this with CMG.

Sheena commented that Forest Kindergarten had been in a different area this week; we don’t know why.

The card reader has been available on most Sunday afternoons in the Lodge and has now been used twice, 
for a new member sub and for publication purchases. It was commented that members with outstanding 
subs could be offered the option to pay by card. We had also planned to use card readers on Gate Days to 
attract new members, but none organised yet.

Dates for the next Ordinary General Meetings – Wednesday 3rd September and Wednesday 3rd December.

Meeting Closed
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