
Minutes of Friends of Cammo General Meeting held in Cammo Lodge on 3rd September 2025

Present: - Michael Roe (Chairperson),  Simon Gillam (Secretary), Lynn Whitehead (Treasurer), Thornton 
White, Barbara Braham, Grahame Whitehead, Katherine Thomson, Sheena McRobie, Carol Smith, Rhona 
Paterson, Peter Scott, Liz Drysdale, Euan Drysdale, Norah Carlin, Judy Arrowsmith, Mike Young, Roger 
Buchanan.

Apologies: - Fiona Finnie, Rachel Stewart, Harry Taylor, Fiona Briglmen.

Thanks were expressed to Lynn and Grahame for providing drinks and nibbles.

Membership:  Simon reported that, including two new members who joined at the stall run by Lynn at the 
Dog Show, total membership is 284 households, a net increase of 4 in 3 months.  This is a slower rate of 
growth in 2025 than in recent years. After a targeted email reminder in July, 49 subs are still to be paid, 
based on the last bank statement (not yet including direct payments in August). Four are believed to have 
later standing orders, so 45 outstanding. 

It was proposed to have a Gate Day on Sunday 21st September and to leaflet the rest of Cammo Meadows 
that is occupied (around 300 homes) on Saturday 25th October. 

Treasurer’s update: Lynn reported that general funds are up £195 so far in 2025. Subs and donations have 
been at a satisfactory rate. In total we spent £1606 on the Walled Garden project of which £1145 was 
funded by City of Edinburgh Council’s Community Grants Fund, with the balance from general funds.  We 
have now spent £706 on insurance. We still have £215 restricted funds for information panels.

Walled Garden: Lynn reported that she has two young assistants working weekly in the Walled Garden. The
well is currently dry, so any water has to be transported into the Walled Garden. The fruit bush area has 
been weeded but is very dry. The bee garden is doing well. The next project will be a Victorian garden in 
part of the glasshouse area, now postponed to the spring. Stones and rubble still to be removed.

Vegetation is growing back in the areas cleared by the stonemasons. The wildflower planting around the 
walls had mixed success. There is a butterfly transect in the wilder part of the Walled Garden, and some 
butterflies are often seen in the bee garden. There has been some fruit on all the orchard trees, but overall 
less than in recent years, and most of the accessible apples have now been picked. We have received labels 
from NTS for most of the apple trees, which we will attach soon.

Volunteers: TCV (The Conservation Volunteers) led by Joe Williams are doing trials of meadow 
management in South Field. There have been two Friends of Cammo work parties, mostly consisting of 
regular volunteers, in the Walled Garden in June and in the Pinetum in early August. Work in the Pinetum 
had cleared vegetation from around all the conifers planted in the last 20 years, and mulched around most 
of them; we have requested a meeting with Council staff to discuss care for the Pinetum. Lynn is arranging 
for another work party of corporate volunteers from Cirrus Logic in October, but nothing else planned. We 
have had offers from another company and from Edinburgh University, but first want to assess the annual 
work programme and outstanding tasks before deciding what may be suitable for such volunteers. We had 
two groups of S4 students from Erskine Stewarts Melville Schools in early June, working in the mornings 
and doing a nature walk (bioblitz) around Cammo in the afternoons. Rhona suggested that our publicity 
should indicate opportunities for volunteering.



Environmental Update: Thornton reported that Elodea pond weed had again been removed from the 
Wetland, thanks to Roger for getting it it onto the boardwalk and to Barbara and Thornton for moving it, 
and some bullrushes removed. The water level is very low in the Canal and Wetland, and nothing is flowing 
(even the Bughtlin Burn had stopped, but now flowing again). Barbara has removed some Himalayan 
balsam from near north car park, having previously tackled few flowered leek. Some tree tubes have been 
taken off hedgerow trees in South Field. We hope soon to get some bird and bat boxes from Blackhall 
Brownies.

Cammo Management Group: Simon reported that there had been two meetings of CMG. In June Caroline 
Paterson passed on responsibility for Cammo to Jen Johnstone, except she retained responsibility for the 
map boards which have now all been installed. We had a walk round Cammo with Jen and we have been 
pleased by her positive engagement, but recognise the limited time that she has available for Cammo. At 
the August meeting there had been no progress on Lodge cleaning, but after an incident this week Jen had 
obtained approval for this to be taken forward. Lynn was thanked for her great efforst in cleaning the Lodge
before the meeting.

Lodge storage is being progressed, with the inclusion for us of an extra taller 7x3 cabinet instead of a 
second identical 6x3. There had been some progress on Leaf & Bean power, but still not resolved. There 
had been no progress on graffiti in the Stables, so Jen had reported it again. The Council’s Tree & Woodland
Officer has confirmed that the whole of the former Leaf & Bean area has to be fenced off, so Jen will 
commission this work. The stone bench outside the Lodge has been repaired. The poor state of the wooden
bridge over the Bughtlin Burn has been photographed by Jen and reported.

Archaeology report: No report had been received from EAFS. They had reported to CMG that work 
continues on the ruins in the middle of the Walled Garden. They have found more flagstones indicating a 
greater size, raised beds suggesting part could have been a potting shed, and two large water tanks. 

Any other business:

Michael said that we would like to hear from anyone interested in joining the Committee.

Judy questioned the value of Lodge volunteers on Sunday afternoons, as they may sit there doing nothing 
for two hours; several other volunteers had expressed similar views. There are few publication sales – 
Simon said about £25 sales this year some of which was lost from the box. For a while we had poster 
displays, but currently insufficient wall space. There used to be activities for kids, but none now. So little to 
attract visitors into the Lodge. It was agreed the Committee should review this.

Peter said that the Community Council had contacted CEC Roads about many local issues, including the 
20mph limits for Cammo Walk and Cammo Road and safer crossings of Cammo Walk. 

NTS had tried to arrange the first meeting of the revived Cammo Estate Advisory Committee for 2nd 
September, but CEC Committee Services had said that it would have to be postponed to November.

Date for the next Ordinary General Meeting – Wednesday 3rd December with Christmas refreshments.

Meeting Closed
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