
Minutes of Friends of Cammo General Meeting held in Cammo Lodge on 4th December 2024 at 
7.30pm

Present: Michael Roe, Simon Gillam (Secretary), Lynn Whitehead (Treasurer), Karen Edwards, Barbara 
Braham, Thornton White,  John Jeffrey, Christine Shaw Tait, Jim Tait, Graham Kidd, Carol Smith, Rhona 
Paterson, Sheena McRobie, Judy Arrowsmith, Jayne MacGregor, James Murray, Euan Drysdale, Peter Scott, 
Roger Buchanan.

Apologies: Bruce Angus, Claire Wallace, Christine McPherson, Liz Drysdale, Harry Taylor

Opening the meeting: Michael Roe, who took on the role of Chairperson for this meeting, introduced the 
Committee members. Lynn was thanked for providing the Christmas refreshments and preparing the Lodge. 
Michael reported that we now have card readers, which can take non-cash payments for publications, 
subscriptions and donations.

John Jeffrey (beekeper) had been invited to give a short talk about the Cammo bees. John said that he had 
been keeping bees for more than 8 years, including Lauriston Castle, which had a record harvest of honey in 
2024. In 2024 he had taken over the Cammo bees, with two active hives in poor condition, which are now 
stable, producing honey. He had also captured one swarm for a third hive. He had produced 21kg of honey (60
jars) most being sold through Cloudberry at Barnton, and would make a donation to Friends of Cammo from 
the proceeds. Later in the meeting, a prize draw was held from a list of those present, for a jar of Cammo 
honey.

1. Membership Update – Karen: We currently have 280 members of whom 16 have still to pay their 
subscriptions for 2024. This year we have 49 new members, including at least 12 from Gate Days. An 
additional leaflet drop to Cammo Meadows and perhaps West Craigs will now be done in early 2025.

2. Financial update – Lynn: Overall, our finances continue to be in a satisfactory condition. We have £5,701 in 
the bank made up as follows -
RESTRICTED FUNDS - £215 specifically for the production of INFORMATION PANELS.
GENERAL FUNDS - £5,486, up £105 since the 31 December 2023 year end. The main items of income and 
expenditure so far this year have been:
Regarding INCOME -
- annual subscriptions and donations have continued at a satisfactory rate. 
- we received a donation of £500 from a company called Cirrus Logic who sent volunteers to help in the park.
- we have received £550 in Gift Aid.

On the EXPENDITURE side we have spent -
- £269 on plants and shrubs
- £150 on bird boxes
- £156 on bee expenditure
- £800 on garden equipment for use by work parties
- £550 on completing the upgrade to our web site
- £162 on QR codes placed around the park
- £251 on our web page domain two yearly fee
- £82 for card readers for non-cash payments
- £529 expenditure on the Lodge, of which, £500 will be reimbursed by the Council
- £687 on our annual insurance.



3. Walled Garden and Ruins

Simon: The stonemasons had started in August and are still expected to complete most of their work before 
Christmas. They have almost finished in the Walled Garden, including rebuilding the south wall to 4m and 
creating a new stone surround for a well, some pointing to finish. More than half of the surfaced path in the 
Walled Garden has been destroyed and will be replaced by a path of aggregate and whin dust; the rest may be
able to be saved. They have removed vegetation from the stables and other ruins and are now consolidating 
stonework to make it safe, and have also fixed loose stones on Cammo House. They are due to build two 
cairns for interpretation panels. There has been a large overspend on the work, so the Cammo Home Farm 
fund is now almost all spent.

Michael: During the work a lot of vegetation has been lost from the edges of the Walled Garden and outside 
the walls. Initial intervention by Friends of Cammo will be to sow a large quantity of wildflower seed to be 
provided by the Council, to plant some goat willow cuttings, and to re-clear the area cleared by ESMS in June 
for soft fruit planting. We will see what grows back in the spring, if necessary assisting snowdrops by 
transplanting some. There is to be no new planting next to the walls.

4. Environmental Update

Thornton: The FoC volunteers will be taking cuttings of goat willow and planting them in the walled garden, 
cleaning the bird boxes and counting how many are in use, cutting back the wildflower meadows and 
removing pondweed from the wetland. Something will be done about the large quantity of woody debris in 
the Walled Garden.

Lynn: Corporate volunteers have made good progress clearing around hedgerow trees/shrubs. This could also 
be done by a Friends of Cammo working party.

Simon: In the Pinetum, a Chilean Plum yew planted by the Botanics in 2011 has been seriously damaged, with 
its main stem broken off at the ground, cause unknown. Two more trees will be planted soon, a Japanese 
Umbrella Pine and another pine (possibly Italian Stone Pine).

Graham: Keeping an eye on wetland, don’t want bullrushes, will reduce pondweed but cannot eliminate it. In 
the stream, some water is getting round the stone steps, need action to reduce erosion. A kingfisher was seen 
in the wetland early in the year. Question on what can be done to protect duck house.

5. Archaeology – Report by EAFS read by Simon: We have concluded our investigations on the Avenue 
[beside the Green in front of Cammo House]. It seems that the buildings there were thoroughly robbed out – 
the stone probably reused elsewhere. All that was left was a layer of mortar to show that a building existed. 
Some of the finds near this layer could confirm a late 18th or early 19th Century date for the buildings. The 
large deposit of early 18th Century wine bottles of the onion style confirmed that someone on the estate was 
living at a high standard.

Since then we have returned to the Walled Garden. The stonemasons’ work has opened up areas we can 
investigate further. We hope to do geophysics around the opened areas to look for other earlier buildings and 
potentially other wells. We have thoroughly recorded the well found at the back of the stables and it has been
recovered for safety. The stonemasons’ workshop was a big success [7 EAFS participants, 5 from FoC]. We 
hope to retrieve more ceramic edging tiles from store soon to go in the beds in front of the Lodge.

6. Cammo Management Group – Simon: The latest meeting was on 7 November. Some matters discussed at 
that meeting and later developments:

 The Council had issued a spec for ground works to allow Leaf & Bean to move to the other side of the 
Lodge (because of Council concerns about the tree at the current location) but no bids received; to re-
advertise. Also no progress on external power supply.

 Lodge toilet cleaning and restocking by Council staff had ceased, so has been covered by Lodge users. New 
contract also to include main room. Caroline seeking support from Facilities Management, some issues still 
to be resolved.

 Caroline is now assisting in taking forward the map board design, having received comments from Peter 
and Simon, but no revised draft seen, apologised for lack of progress.

 A consultant’s study of Forest Kindergarten environmental impact has finally been completed, issues 
identified to be taken forward by senior management.



 As no funds will now be available for a potential Lodge extension, storage space behind the Lodge will be 
increased, awaiting specification of requirements from Forest Kindergarten.

7. Dates of Meetings in 2025: The OGM dates proposed in the agenda were agreed, so the meeting dates in 
2025, all at 7.30pm in Cammo Lodge will be: AGM Wednesday 5th March; OGMs Thursday 5th June, 
Wednesday 3rd September, Wednesday 3rd December.

8. Any Other Business

 Jayne spoke about Edinburgh Southern Orienteering Club (ESOC). ESOC was formed in 1965 and have been 
at Cammo since 2007, when a permanent course was established (although there is a record of a Cammo 
event in 1987). They run an annual event at Cammo, next on 18th January 2025, with events over 4 courses 
(from 1km to 5.6km), starts spread over 90 minutes, expecting around 150 participants. They will have a 
gazebo, and will use the Lodge for computers. Before the event, they will put up notices at entrances to 
advise other visitors. The permanent course has 25 markers, some now covered by undergrowth, FoC 
agreed to help clear where possible, but some may need relocated. Jayne showed the QR codes strips that 
she proposed to put up to link to the Orienteering; confirmed OK with FoC.

 Euan proposed that there should be a defibrillator in the Lodge. This had been proposed before at CMG 
but turned down by the Council, agreed it should be raised again.

 Peter proposed that surfaced paths should be cleared of decomposing leaves. Simon said that he had done 
all surfaced paths 2-3 years ago, but agreed it needed done again. It was agreed this should be a working 
group activity.

 This also prompted an update on the path work being done this week in conjunction with the new 
pedestrian entrance opposite Cammo Meadows and improved entrance to South Field. The contract only 
covered the path between these two locations. Comment that this section seemed too wide. Peter had 
requested to Caroline that work should also be done on the sections extending to south car park and 
Lodge, awaiting reply.

 Following an intervention by Cramond & Barnton Community Council, it is likely that Cammo Estate 
Advisory Committee will be revived in some form. More details are awaited from Edinburgh Council in 
December.

Meeting Closed
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